Hispanics Reaching the Least Reached

Marcela and her husband serve in the Canary Islands as missionaries from Chile. In 2006 they took Muslim evangelism training (Spanish Minarah) in Barcelona, returned to the Canary Islands and opened a ministry center to reach Muslims. In 2009 she taught in Spanish Minarah teaching how to reach Muslim women and mentoring women in their witnessing. She and two of her students led a Muslim lady to Christ in the train station of Barcelona.
God is using, and can use, Latin Americans and Spaniards effectively to reach Muslims, Hindus and the least reached. What was once a mission field has become a mission force   and sometimes God uses Hispanics where He has not worked through North Americans.
The growth of this great potential for Latin American missionaries does not mean there is any less need for missionaries from North America or from any other country. North Americans bring many valuable abilities to the table and Hispanics also have some of their own unique challenges in cross cultural missions. However, it is important to recognize some of the strengths that Hispanic missionaries can bring to their task.
 Christ’s command

Christ commanded all of His disciples to make disciples of all people groups. All biblical motivations for missions apply to all believers, regardless of their county of origin. All of the spiritual gifts of today have been given to all of the church.
 Prejudice against Yankees

Some people are biased against those from the United States. Even if the leaders of countries are friendly, some individuals are prejudiced against citizens of the United States. As a result of Hollywood, Al Jazerra news, post 9/11 events, the Iraq and Afghanistan wars and the United States policy towards Israel, numerous Arabs and Muslims are anti-US and anti-West. In many minds, the sole super power, the US, has become the evil empire, the great Satan. Latin Americans do not carry the political baggage of a super power and, resultantly, do not incite the prejudice against the gospel that a North American might.
Natural affinity 

Latin Americans and Spaniards blend in easily with Muslims and Hindus. Their coloring and features are frequently more similar to those of Muslims and Hindus than a North American’s would be. This often leads to them being more appreciated, less feared and less thought of as different. When we appear like those we reach, normally a door is opened more widely.

Another benefit of their appearance is the ease with which Latinos can meet Easterners. Frequently a Latin is mistaken for an Arab, Muslim or Hindu. Some Arabs start talking with Spanish speakers in Arabic, assuming they are Arabs. 
Another similarity between the cultures is that both have a passion for football (or what is called soccer in North America). Muslims know Pele, Ronaldo, Ronaldino, Raul, Villa, Tevez, Diego, Etcheverry, Messi, Santacruz and Kaka as well as Hispanics do. 
Friendliness

Like many Muslims and Hindus, Latins tend to be friendly, hospitable and outgoing. They love parties, make friends easily, enjoy warm interpersonal relations and are more people-oriented than task-oriented. They do not deal with people as much on a business as on a personal level. Some North Americans can be so businesslike or aloof, that they do not adapt and relate well with ordinary people. Many Latins hold to strong family values, coming from warm extended families, while in North America we frequently come from nuclear families or even split nuclear families. These characteristics can all help Latino missionaries relate more easily to those they have come to serve.
Identifying

Some North American missionaries think they have to live in pricy villas, drive a nice car and send their kids to expensive English-speaking international schools. However, most people from Latin America and Spain can identify more easily with the normal Muslim, Hindu or Buddhist, with the flexibility to adapt to a simple lifestyle. 
Majority world challenges

Latin Americans are accustomed to challenges faced by a majority of the world, including kidnapping, robberies, social injustice, floods, hurricanes, turmoil and revolutions. Honduras, for example, endured 134 revolutions in its first 111 years, and the dictatorship of Franco (1939-1975) is still etched in the minds of Spaniards. Such experiences force a believer to depend on God, not government or personal resources and to remain flexible. North Americans, on the other hand, have been isolated from much of this type of turmoil. 

 Latin Americans, Spaniards, Muslims and Hindus frequently come from hot climates. Adapting to the weather in a new country may not be as hard for Hispanic missionaries as it would be for someone from a colder climate.
Persecuted minorities

Another area in which Hispanics may identify more easily with their target audience is in the reality of religious persecution. The experiences of Latin American and Spanish Christians as an evangelical minority can help them identify with problems Muslim-background believers face. The persecution that evangelicals, or their parents, experienced from their Roman Catholic family helps them to empathize with the persecution a Muslim might face when coming to faith in Christ.

Muslim influence on Spain and Latin America

Historical and geographical links to the Arab world suggest potential for a significant missionary contribution. Muslims ruled all, or part, of the Iberian Peninsula from 711 until Ferdinand and Isabella kicked out the Moors and Jews and began the inquisition in 1492. These 781 years have left their handprint all over Spain and Latin America. Over 4000 words and phrases in Spanish are rooted in Arabic. Islamic architecture, culture and cuisine heavily influence the Spanish-speaking world. Some see the Islamic rule, especially the fundamentalist Berber rule (1086-1248), influencing Spanish Roman Catholicism and the Inquisition, which produced a stricter Catholicism which in turn, influenced the Catholicism of Latin America but not North America or northern Europe.  

Roman Catholic and Islamic parallels

Latin Christians have witnessed to Roman Catholics all of their lives and have become accustomed to some of the same spiritual and theological issues of the Muslim and Hindu world including:

· Salvation by works

· A dominant, repressive dictatorial religion

· The merging of politics, culture and religion producing a religion that tries to control society

· Dead spirituality yet resistance to change

· Persecution of minorities

· Fatalism

· Animistic influences of religion

· Lack of pluralism
· Parallels between idolatry within the Hindu world, saint worship of the Catholic world and animism within the Muslim world
· Closed mindedness. Spanish speakers say: “I was born a Catholic, my father was a Catholic, my grandfather was a Catholic and I will die a Catholic.” Muslims say exactly the same thing about Islam. In many countries, being a patriotic Latin American or Spaniard equals being a Roman Catholic. This is similar to the Muslim world where to be a Turk, Arab or Iranian, etc. is to be a Muslim. Both groups view tradition as ultimate authority and leave little room for change.
Teachable and skilled

While some North Americans unconsciously possess a proud “I know it all” attitude, many Latins can be very teachable. Thomas Friedman’s The World is Flat points out the amazing leveling of knowledge via the internet in countries of the majority world. Many experienced professionals possess tent-making skills which open doors in creative access countries. Latins tend to be holistic in their ministry approach. Many are at least bi-lingual making it easier for them to master another language.
Opportunities to prepare for missions

The Latin America and the Spanish world offer wonderful opportunities for biblical, theological and missiological education. SETCA in Guatemala, the largest seminary in Latin America and IBSTE in Spain are two of hundreds of schools for preparation for missions.
A passion for the least reached
A special interest in the Muslim and Hindu world is growing in Spanish-speaking countries. COMIBAM (Cooperacion Misionera Iberoamericana), a confederation of Latin Americans and Spaniards, works to raise up Latin missionaries. In 2006 COMIBAM reported 9,265 Latin missionaries serving through 462 mission agencies with 16% working in the 10/40 window. A fresh desire to reach the least-reached with the gospel permeates much of Latin America and some of Spain.
God’s amazing work among Hispanics
An amazing spiritual revival has been taking place in Latin America. Many believers hold a deep love for the Lord and a vibrant passion for His worship. This enthusiasm for the Lord has produced a willingness to obey Him and to take steps of faith trusting God for the unknown. A strong emphasis on prayer and seeing God answer prayer in wondrous ways deepens their faith.  
Most Latin American churches are experiencing growth, continually reaching out to people, which provides faith in God’s ability to work through them. The average Latin American layman is more involved than the average North American layman in church-based evangelism. The Latin experience in evangelism, ministry and church planting is not just diagrams and theories but has produced exponential church growth. In 1900, Latin American evangelicals numbered only 1% of the population, about 700,000, yet today they number over 100,000,000. Brazil holds the third largest number of Protestants in the world. All of this has produced a huge reservoir of churches. CAM International alone has helped to plant over 3000 churches. More than 350,000 protestant churches serve God in Latin America. One of God’s greatest movements in the world today is His work in extraordinary ways in the Latin American church.
God’s amazing work among Muslims

At the same time, God is working in an amazing way in the Muslim world. More Muslims have come to faith between 1979 and today than in all of the 14 centuries combined. About 70,000 North African Berbers, at least 200,000 South Asians and over 400,000 Iranians (living in Iran and outside of Iran) have come to faith in recent decades. Yet when missionaries left Iran in 1979, there were less than 300 Persian Muslim background believers in Christ. God is working in an extraordinary way in the Muslim world.
God’s amazing work among both Hispanics and Muslims

Maybe God is symbiotically merging these two extraordinary movements among the Spanish-speaking world and Muslims in order to bring many more Muslims to faith in Himself. In one major North African city, 80% of the 100 believers have come to faith through Latin missionaries. One reason God has raised up the spiritually strong Latin Church is to take the gospel to the least reached. Let us participate in this movement with God. It is an exciting time as Latin countries move from receiving missionaries to sending their own. 
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